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CLIMATIC MAPS -
The subj in the climati tion of the atlas have been selected -
primarily for their relevance to agricluture and plant growth, and to sensible
weather, i.e. weather as it is experienced.
The map of weather stations on this page shows the distribution of
the Canadian stations upon whose data the maps are based. In areas of high
mountains most stations are in valley locations. For this reason the num-
erous abrupt changes in climatic characteristics, particularly in the Cordil-
lera, which are correlative to abrupt and extensive changes of altitude of the
land surface, are not generally evident on the maps. For example, the long
lasting snow cover on peaks and ranges is not represented.
The maps are derived from a number of sources, all based originally
on data collected by the M slogical Branch® Department of Transport.
The maps of p ial p piration, water deficit, growing season,
and frost, are derived from: The Climates of Canada for Agriculture, The
Canada Land Inventory, Report No. 3, 1966. The maps of snow cover are
derived from: Potter, J.G., Climatological Studies No. 3, Meteorological
Branch, Department of Transport, 1965. Most of the precipitation maps, and
all the temperature maps, based on stations with continuous records from
1931 to 1960, are derived from: Atlas of Climatic Maps, Meteorological
Branch, Department of Transport, 1967 to 1970. The map of precipitation
regions was developed in the Geography Division, Surveys and Mapping
Branch, Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, specifically for the
atlas.
*Meteorological Branch. In 1971 the Méteorological Branch was incorporated
into the Department of Environment, and its name was changed to the Atmo-
spheric Environment Service.
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