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The Search for a Western Passage c1519 to 1527

Abstract

The second phase of exploration of what is now Canada lasted from 1519 to 1533.
During that period, explorers charted the Atlantic Coast in search of a western
passage to Asia. This map shows the routes of four explorers: Fagundes (1519 to
1526), Verrazzano (1524), Gomes (1525) and Rut (1527). The map also shows the
extent of territory known to Europeans in the period 1497 to 1650; and the
navigation of all exploration routes during the period of maritime exploration
between 1497 and 1599. The historical names found on the map are derived from
contemporaneous maps and written documents of the period.

Between 1510 and 1515 the notion of an American continent separate from Asia had
gained credibility. France, Portugal, Spain and England now contemplated
expeditions in the hope of discovering a passage through this intervening landmass.
The earliest official searches along the Atlantic were by Verrazano (1524), Gomez
(1525) and John Rut (1527). The first two sailed from south to north and the latter
from Labrador to the Caribbean. All three missed the Cabot Strait, but for the first
time the entire Atlantic coast from Florida to Labrador appeared on maps.
Meanwhile, the Portuguese attempted to secure their claims through colonization.
From about 1519 to 1526, Jodo Fagundes explored the coast from Newfoundland to
Nova Scotia, and tried to erect a settlement on Cape Breton Island and perhaps a
second one in the Bay of Fundy.

Although a western passage, civilizations, gold, spices or other riches had not yet
been discovered, hope for future discoveries was still strong. In trying to minimize
their failures, expedition leaders made positive comments about rich fishing grounds,
vast timber resources, the possibility of procuring furs and slaves, and the existence
of more temperate conditions south of Cape Breton Island and mainland Nova
Scotia.

Voyages of Exploration

An audio description for each voyage of exploration shown on this map can be
accessed in the folder “audio”. The voyages of exploration described are:

1519 to 1526 Joao Alvares Fagundes (of Viana, Portugal; for Portugal)
1524 Giovanni da Verrazano (of Florence, Italy; for France)

1525 Estevao Gomes (of Oporto, Portugal; for Spain)

1526 John Rut (of Ratcliffe, England; for England)
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The descriptions of the voyages of exploration are based on research by C.E.
Heidenreich, Department of Geography, York University. An audio version of each
description can be played as the user follows the exploration route made by the
explorer on the map.

Map Sources

Exploration 1497 to 1650
Natural Resources Canada. 1991. Canada-Exploration 1497 to 1650 [map]. Fifth
Edition, National Atlas of Canada.

References

Asher, G.M. 1860. Henry Hudson, The Navigator: The Original Documents in Which
His Career is Recorded. 1st series. Vol. 28. London: Hakluyt Society.

Biggar, H.P., (ed.). 1922-36. The Works of Samuel de Champlain. 6 vols. Toronto:
The Champlain Society.

Biggar, H.P., (ed.). 1911. The Precursors of Jacques Cartier 1497-1534: A Collection
of Documents Relating to the Early History of the Dominion of Canada. Ottawa:
Public Archives of Canada Publications.

Biggar, H.P., (ed.). 1924. The Voyages of Jacque Cartier. Ottawa: Public Archives of
Canada Publications.

Biggar, H.P., (ed.). 1930. A Collection of Documents Relating to Jacques Cartier and
the Sieur de Roberval. Ottawa: Public Archives of Canada.

Brown, G.W. et al., (eds.). 1966. Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol.1, 1000-
1700. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.

Champlain, S. De. 1870. Oeuvres de Champlain. Québec: C.-H. Laverdiére.
Christy, M., (ed.). 1894. The Voyages of Captain Luke Fox of Hull, and Captain
Thomas James of Bristol, In Search of a Northwest Passage, in 1631-32. 1st series.
Vols. 88, 89. London: Hakluyt Society.

Collinson, R., (ed.). 1867. The Three Voyages of Martin Frobisher in Search of a

Passage to Cathaia and India by the Northwest, A.D. 1576-78. 1st series. Vol. 38.
London: Hakluyt Society.

™ [ L |
Matural Resources Ressources naturalles
I *I Canada Canada (,anada



Atlas of Canada 6™ Edition, 1999 - 2009 (archival version)

Cooke, A. and C. Holland. 1978. The Exploration of Northern Canada, 500 to 1920, A
Chronology. Toronto: Arctic History Press.

Cumming, W.P., et al. 1971. The Discovery of North America. Toronto: McClelland
and Stewart.

Cumming, W.P., et al. 1974. The Exploration of North America, 1630-1776. Toronto:
McClelland and Stewart.

Ganong, W.F. 1964. Crucial Maps in the Early Cartography and Place-Nomenclature
of the Atlantic Coast of Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.

Hakluyt, R. 1903-05. The Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffiques and Discoveries
of the English Nation. Extra series. Vol. 8. London: Hakluyt Society.

Hakluyt, R. 1892. The Discovery of North America: A Critical Documentary and
Historic Investigation. London: H. Stevens and Son.

Harisse, H. 1900. Découverte Et Evolution Cartographique De Terre-Neuve Et Des
Pays Circonvoisins, 1497-1500. Paris and London.

Hayne, D. M. and A. Vachon, (eds.). 1969. Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol, 2,
1701-1740. Toronto: University of Toronto, Press.

Heidenreich, C.E. 1976. Explorations and Mapping of Samuel de Champlain, 1603-
1632. Toronto: Cartographica Monograph No. 17.

Heidenreich, C.E. 1980. Mapping the Great Lakes: The Period of Exploration, 1603-
1700. Cartographica 17(3):32-64.

Hoffman, B.G. 1961. Cabot to Cartier: Sources for a Historical Ethnography of
Northeastern North America, 1497-1550. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.

Layng, T.E. 1956. Sixteenth-Century Maps Relating to Canada: A Check-List and
Bibliography. Ottawa: Public Archives of Canada.

LeClercq, C. 1881. The First Establishment of the Faith in New France. Translated by
J.G. Shea. 2 vols. New York: J.G. Shea.

Markham, C.R. (ed.). 1880. The Voyages and Works of John Davis, the Navigator.
1st series. Vol. 59. London: Hakluyt Society.

Markham, C.R. (ed.). 1881. The Voyages of William Baffin, 1612-1622. 1st series.
Vol. 63. London: Hakluyt Society.

Morison, S.E. 1971. The European Discovery of America: The Northern Voyages, A.D.
500-1600. New York: Oxford University Press.

™ [ L |
Matural Resources Ressources naturalles
I *I Canada Canada (,anada



Atlas of Canada 6™ Edition, 1999 - 2009 (archival version)

Murphy, H.C. 1875. The Voyages of Verrazzano: A Chapter in the Early History of
Maritime Discovery in America. New York: J. Munsell.

Purchas, S. 1905-07. Hakluytus Posthumus or Purchas His Pilgrimes. Extra series.
Vol. 14. London: Hakluyt Society.

Quinn, D.B. 1962. The Voyage of Etienne Bellenger to the Maritimes in 1583: A New
Document. Canadian Historical Review. Vol. 43:328-48.

Quinn, D.B. 1977. North America from Earliest Discovery to First Settlements: Norse
Voyages to 1612. New York: Harper and Row.

Quinn, D.B. 1979. New American World: A Documentary History of North America to
1612. 5 vols. New York: Arno Press and Hector Bye, Inc.

Sagard, G. 1636. Histoire du Canada. Paris: Claude Sonnius.

Thwaites, R.G. (ed.). 1896-1901. The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents: Travels
and Explorations of the Jesuit Missionaries in New France, 1610-1791. 73 vols.
Cleveland: Burrows Bros. Co.

Trudel, M. 1973. The Beginnings of New France, 1524-1663. Toronto: McClelland and
Stewart.

Williamson, J.A. 1962. The Cabot Voyages and Bristol Discovery Under Henry VII.
2nd series. Vol. 120. London: Hakluyt Society.

Wrong, G.M. and H.H. Langton, (eds.). 1939. The Long Journey to the Country of the
Hurons by Father Gabriel Sagard. Translated by H.H. Langton. Toronto: The
Champlain Society.

Related Web sites (1999 - 2009)

Federal Government

Canadian Museum of Civilization. History. Inuit and Englishmen: The Nunavut

Voyages of Martin Frobisher
http://www.civilization.ca/hist/frobisher/frint01e.html

A Canadian Museum and Civilization virtual museum Web site that explores Martin
Frobisher's exploration of the Arctic.

Canadian Museum of Civilization. Virtual Museum of New France
http://www.civilization.ca/cmc/explore/virtual-museum-of-new-france
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The Virtual Museum of New France (VMNF) sponsored by the Canadian Museum of
Civilization has information of that period of history in which the French explored
North America and founded there the colony of New France.

Government of Canada. Canada's Digital Collections. Canadian Arctic Profiles.
Exploration of the Northwest Passage

http://collections.ic.gc.ca/arctic/explore/intro.htm

This Web site provides information on a variety of topics relating to the Canadian
Arctic and includes information on exploration in the Arctic.

Library and Archives Canada. Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online
http://www.biographi.ca/index.html

The History Makers: Exploration
http://www.nfb.ca/FMT/E/seri/H/TheHistoMakerExplo.html

A listing of all the available National Film Board presentations on Canada's well-
known explorers, including Samuel de Champlain and John Cabot. Many of the films
may be available from local libraries or obtained via inter-library loan.

Provincial/Territorial Government

Newfoundland and Labrador Heritage Web site. Exploration and Settlement
http://www.heritage.nf.ca/exploration/default.html

The history of exploration in Newfoundland and the Labrador coast through the
centuries.

Other

Canadian Heritage Gallery

http://www.canadianheritage.com/index2.htm

The Canadian Heritage Gallery is a very extensive collection of historical Canadiana
on the Internet.

Discovers Web Page

http://www.win.tue.nl/~engels/discovery/index.html#nwcoast

This site has hundreds of related exploration links, including many links to Canadian
explorers. (Web site author: Andre Engels)

Giovanni Da Verrazzano
http://beatl.barnard.columbia.edu/maritime/powerpoint/Verrazzano/sld001.htm

An online slide show of Giovanni Da Verrazzano's voyage of exploration along the
coast of America. (Personal Web page of Bob McCaughey, Columbia Unviersity)

Great Canadian Explorers
http://www.mta.ca/faculty/arts/canadian_studies/english/about/multimedia/explorers/index.html
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Information on several great Canadian explorers, including John Cabot, Jacques
Cartier, Samuel de Champlain, Henry Kelsey, James Knight and La Vérendrye.
(Centre for Canadian Studies at Mount Allison University, Sackville, New Brunswick)

Historical Atlas of Canada Online Learning Project
http://www.historicalatlas.ca/website/hacolp/

This site is still under development but promises to be an excellent site for historical
maps of Canada. All maps shown on the site have been adapted from the printed
version of three-volume Historical Atlas of Canada.

The Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions (CIHM)
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/cihm/

The Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions (CIHM) was established in
1978 to locate early printed Canadian materials (books, annuals, and periodicals), to
preserve their content on microfilm, and make the resulting Early Canadian Research
Collection available to libraries and archives in Canada and abroad.

The Hudson's Bay Company Archives

http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/index.html

The HBCA offers a wealth of information on the human and natural history of
western and northern Canada and the western USA. Whether you are an historian,
genealogist, ethnologist, environmental scientist or land claims researcher, the HBCA
may be able to help.

The Portuguese Explorers
http://www.heritage.nf.ca/exploration/portuguese.html

Memorial University of Newfoundland & Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
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