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Territorial Evolution, 1876

Abstract

The District of Keewatin is formed from part of the Northwest Territories in 1876.
Canada’s long and diversified settlement history is reflected in the two distinct
patterns of boundaries that differentiate between eastern and western Canada. The
eastern boundaries closely conform to natural features such as drainage basins,
while the boundaries of western and northern Canada reflect the administrative
organisation of these lands by, first, the Hudson’s bay Company and later the
Government of Canada.

Canada

On October 7, 1876, a large part of the Northwest Territories was detached and set
apart under the name of District of Keewatin. This was done in order to provide
government for the area to the west of Ontario and to the east and north of
Manitoba. The district was to be temporary.

Figure 1: Photograph of the Alert at Cape Beechey

Source: Photo N-1982-002-1420075 Lat. 81 [degrees] 48'N. At Cape Beechey.
"Alert" nipped, Aug. 1876. Accession Info N-1982-002-0073 (1420075). Subject:
Expeditions, Arctic Ice on rivers, lakes, etc. Ships-Trapped in ice Keywords:
Expeditions and patrols Water transportation Geographic Area: Cape Beechey Date:
August 1876 Date Range: 1876-1876. Archives of the Northwest Territories.

Shortly after the creation of the district, it was found that there was an epidemic of
smallpox on the western side of Lake Winnipeg. A Board of Health for the district was
quickly organized, and thanks to the work of its officers, the disease was kept within

I * Matural Resources  Ressources naturelles Carlad'“
Canada Canada a.



Atlas of Canada 6™ Edition, 1999 - 2009 (archival version)

a small area. This epidemic showed the importance of the district government, since
if the epidemic had spread, it could have had serious effects on the populations of
both Manitoba and Ontario.

District of Keewatin

The District of Keewatin was bounded by Ontario, Manitoba, the Arctic Ocean and
Hudson Bay. Its boundaries were described as follows:

e in the east, the boundary of Ontario, then due north to Hudson Bay, and then
the shores of Hudson Bay

e in the south, the international boundary, from the boundary of Ontario to that
of Manitoba

e in the west, the easterly boundary of Manitoba to the north-east angle of the
province, then west along the northern boundary of Manitoba to Lake
Manitoba, then north along a series of lakes and portages to Cedar Lake, and
then due north to the northerly limits of Canada

e in the north, the boundary followed the northerly limit of Canada from the
westerly line to the shores of Hudson Bay

Animation of the territorial evolution of Canada from 1867 to 1999

The animation, Territorial Evolution 1867 to 1999 _e.gif is located in the animated gif
folder.
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Canada’s boundaries are dynamic political structures that reflect the changing
political, economic and cultural conditions of the country through time. This
animation shows sequentially the history of boundary changes in Canada from
Confederation to the creation of Nunavut.

Map Sources

Provinces and British Possessions, 1867
Geomatics Canada. 1995. Territorial evolution of Canada [CD-ROM].
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Canada: A People's History
http://www.cbc.ca/history/webdriver?MIval=EpisodeSum2.htmI&lang=E

Episode summaries of the Canadian Broadcasting Corportation's documentary series
about the history of Canada.

Government of Canada. Canada's Digital Collections. The Acadian Odyssey
http://collections.ic.gc.ca/acadian/english/toce/toce.htm

The History of Acadia and the Acadian Experience in Canada
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http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/

Information on the Department and on services offered to First Nations People. See
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Profiles, news on treaties and land claims, etc.
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http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/
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orientation to support government institutions in the business of information
management and record keeping; and provides records storage facilities.
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Records Office
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The Public Archives and Records Office of Prince Edward Island (PARO) acquires,
preserves, and makes available for public research the records of the government of
this province and private-sector papers and records deemed to be of lasting historical
value.
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Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management
http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/
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The Canadian Heritage Gallery is a very extensive collection of historical Canadiana
on the Internet.

Historical Atlas of Canada Online Learning Project
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This site is still under development but promises to be an excellent site for historical
maps of Canada. All maps shown on the site have been adapted from the printed
version of three-volume Historical Atlas of Canada.
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Founded in 1921 by David Ross McCord, the McCord Museum conserves, studies and
presents a remarkable collection of objects, archives and historical photographs,
from the 18th century to the present.

The Hudson's Bay Company Archives
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The HBCA offers a wealth of information on the human and natural history of
western and northern Canada and the western USA. Whether you are an historian,
genealogist, ethnologist, environmental scientist or land claims researcher, the HBCA
may be able to help.

Association of Canadian Map Libraries and Archives (ACMLA)
http://www.acmla.org/

ACMLA actively serves as the representative professional group for Canadian map
librarians, cartographic archivists and others interested in geographic information in
all formats.
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