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Ecosystem Components —
Land Cover Diversity

Ecoregions vary in their make up and complexity. Some are relatively uniform in their composition, structure
and processes. Others contain extreme variations in relief, soils, climate, vegetation, and species. This map
shows the number of land cover types (up to 29 types are possible) per ecoregion and gives an indication of
the level of diversity within a particular ecosystem.
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Number of Land Cover Types

Land cover diversity depicts the presence of 29 core land cover types in each of the 194 Terrestrial Ecore-
gions of Canada. "Core" land cover types were determined by eliminating cover types which occupied an
insignificantly small percentage of the ecoregion and were believed to be classification errors (for example
cropland in Arctic). Land cover was classified from Advanced Very High Resolution Radiometer sensor
(AVHRR) data recorded onboard a NOAA satellite in 1995. Raw data has a spatial resolution of 1.1 km.
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