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Forest Fire Hotspots
These layers show the location of all forest fire hotspots detected every day of the forest fire season from 
May to September. Each hotspot represents an area of 1 km² on the ground. This map is normally updated 
each day between 2 AM and 4AM. Source: Canadian Forest Service, Canadian Wildland Fire Information 
System. (More information about these data is available on the Canadian Wildland Fire Information System 
website.)

Lambert Conformal Conic Projection. Standard Parallels 49°N and 77°N

A hotspot is a mark on an infrared satellite image indicating a heat source typical of burning vegetation. A 
hotspot may represent one fire or be one of several hotspots representing a larger fire. Hotspots are located 
and mapped as part of the Fire Monitoring, Mapping and Modeling System (Fire M3), which is a component 
of a national fire information system that identifies, monitors and maps large forest fires using the hotspots. 
The Atlas of Canada has mapped each year from 2001 to 2009 the forest fire hotspots in partnership with 
the Canadian Forest Service, Natural Resources Canada. Only the forest fire hotspots for the last recorded 
day of forest fire activity for the year 2009 have been archived. The original data from 2001 to 2009 are 
available from the Canadian Forest Service, Natural Resources Canada.
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