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The Forest Fire Danger Rating map provides estimates of fire danger based on a continuous record of 
weather observations taken daily at noon, fuel type and terrain data. The fire danger rating in this map is 
based on the Fire Weather Index (FWI), an indicator of the predicted fire intensity. The Fire Weather Index is 
a component of the Canadian Forest Fire Weather Index System. It is a numeric rating of fire intensity. It is 
suitable as a general index of fire danger throughout the forested areas of Canada. (More information about 
these data is available on the Canadian Wildland Fire Information System website .)
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Fire danger rating is the process of systematically evaluating and integrating the factors that determine the 
ease of a fire starting and spreading, the difficulty of control, and the resulting impacts based on an assess-
ment of ignition risk, the fire environment (fuels, weather, and topography) and values at risk. The Atlas of 
Canada has mapped each year from 2001 to 2009 the daily forest fire danger ratings in partnership with the 
Canadian Forest Service, Natural Resources Canada. Only the forest fire danger rating for the last recorded 
day of fire danger rating for the year 2009 has been archived. The original data from 2001 to 2009 are 
available from the Canadian Forest Service, Natural Resources Canada.
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