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- Physiographic Regions

Canada’s landscape is very diversified and comprises several distinctive areas, called physiographic
regions, each of which has its own topography and geology. The physical geography of Canada comprises
two great parts: the Shield and the Borderlands. The Shield consists of a core of old, massive, Precambrian
crystalline rocks. The Borderlands areas are formed by younger rocks and surround the Shield like two
rings. The inner ring comprises a chain of lowlands, plains and plateaus of generally flat-lying sedimentary
rocks. The outer ring consists of discontinuous areas of mountains and plateaus in which the younger rocks
are deformed. Each of these areas is divided into regions, each of which comprises many smaller subdivi-
sions that are distinctive based on their topography and geology. This map shows the location of these

& physiographic regions.
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- R MHote: The ariginal map of the physiographic
- % regions was published by the Geological

Survey of Canada in 1967, As the map has
not been updated since itwas first
published, the Atlas of Canada has

o reproduced the ariginal map anline using
FENAMI the sarme terminology used in 1967

E Source(s):
Physiographic Regions
Map. Physiographic Regions of Canada. 1254A. Scale 1:5M compiled by H.S. Bostock. 1967. Geological

Survey of Canada.
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2 This product was originally published as an interactive map in the online Atlas of Canada, 6th Edition. It
i : : : :
! was not intended for high resolution reproduction and therefore does not conform to the standards of
- /_/\ N cartographic representation and map design found on the Atlas of Canada’s paper reference maps.
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