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Surficial Materials

Most unconsolidated materials covering the Canadian landmass have glacial origins. Some sediments were
entrained by glaciers and deposited at a distance without being sorted. Other sediments were picked up and
reworked by glacial melt water, or transported and deposited by river or wind action. Some sediments are
organic or volcanic in origin. Sediments are classified according to the manner in which they were trans-
ported and deposited.
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Eskers

: Location of eskers in Canada from the last glaciation. Eskers are sinuous ridges consisting of glacial mate-
% (ii3slik ’ : = S rial laid down by subglacial meltwater streams. Their orientation is generally parallel to ice flow. Fulton,
‘@' B s ' ' LAY . R.J. 1995. Surficial Materials of Canada, Geological Survey of Canada, Map
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Fulton, R.J. 1995. Surficial Materials of Canada, Geological Survey of Canada, Map 1880A.
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This product was originally published as an interactive map in the online Atlas of Canada, 6th Edition. It
was not intended for high resolution reproduction and therefore does not conform to the standards of
cartographic representation and map design found on the Atlas of Canada’s paper reference maps.
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