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Surficial Materials (Nunavut) 
 

Abstract 
Surficial Materials are unconsolidated earth deposits of various origins. This map 
shows the distribution of surficial materials in Canada, on land and in extensive 
offshore areas.  
 

 
 
The Surficial materials data comes from the map Surficial Materials of Canada, 
published at the scale of 1:5 000 000 by the Geological Survey of Canada. It 
portrays broad genetic categories of surface materials, such as alluvial, lacustrine, 
marine, and glacial, as well as bedrock. The categories are subdivided according to 
different characteristics: texture such as marine mud or marine sand; thickness such 
as till blanket or till veneer; and landform types such as glaciofluvial plain or 
glaciofluvial complex. Surficial materials maps can be used to help identify valuable 
rocks for sculpting. 
 

 

Map Sources 
 
Surficial Materials  
Fulton, R.J. 1995. Surficial Materials of Canada, Geological Survey of Canada, Map 
1880A 
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Related Web sites (1999 – 2009) 
 

Federal Government 
 
CEONet Database.  
http://ceonet.ccrs.nrcan.gc.ca/ 
Find maps, satellite images, publications and other geospatial data provided by 
Canadian and international organizations.  
 
Natural Resources Canada. Earth Sciences Information Centre Catalogue  
http://geoinfo.gsc.nrcan.gc.ca/screens/opacmenu.html 
The Earth Sciences Information Centre (ESIC) holds Canada's largest collection of 
books, journals, maps and photos in the earth sciences, in print and electronic 
formats.  
 
Natural Resources Canada. Geological Survey of Canada. Canadian Landscapes  
http://gsc.nrcan.gc.ca/landscapes/index_e.php 
This collection of photos of Canadian landscapes and landforms is presented as a 
public service to illustrate the great diversity of Canadian scenery.  
 
Natural Resources Canada. Geological Survey of Canada. Surficial Materials of 
Canada  
http://gsc.nrcan.gc.ca/map/1880a/index_e.php 
Surficial Materials of Canada - Map 1880A. This map shows the distribution of 
surficial materials in Canada, on land and in extensive offshore areas, and portrays 
broad genetic categories of surface materials (alluvial, lacustrine, marine, glacial) 
and bedrock.  
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