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Population Change, 2001-2006
(by census division)

Between 2001 and 2006, Canada’s population grew by 5.4%. Only two provinces, Alberta and Ontario and
three territories registered growth rates above the national average. The three Maritime provinces (Prince
Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick) had the smallest population growth, while Newfoundland
and Labrador and Saskatchewan experienced population declines. In 2006, about 21.5 million people,
almost two-thirds of Canada’s population lived in 33 census metropolitan areas (CMAs). Between 2001 and
2006, the population of these CMAs climbed 6.9%, faster that the national average. Barrie registered the
fastest population growth of any CMA (19.2%), followed by Calgary (13.4%), Oshawa (11.6%) and Edmon-
ton (10.4%).
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