
This product was originally published as an interactive map in the online Atlas of Canada, 6th Edition. It 
was not intended for high resolution reproduction and therefore does not conform to the standards of 
cartographic representation and map design found on the Atlas of Canada’s paper reference maps.

© 2009. Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada. Natural Resources Canada.

Source(s):
Irrigation in the Prairies, 1996
Statistics Canada data for 1986, 1991 and 1996.

Lambert Conformal Conic Projection. Standard Parallels 49°N and 77°N

Irrigation is the provision of water to crops beyond what is provided by local rainfall. Irrigation is a vital part 
of agriculture in certain areas of Canada like the southern Prairies and the interior of British Columbia. The 
amount of water that needs to be withdrawn for irrigation varies annually. It depends on winter precipitation, 
and weather and soil moisture during the growing season. Irrigation can have both positive and negative 
effects on the environment.
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